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IT'S OKAY TO BE AN —IST

AN ARGUMENT AGAINST THE ABANDONMENT OF COHERENT SPEECH
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A young couple walked into a restaurant, out on their first date. The first
man pulled the chair out for the second man and they began to search their
menus.

“Should we get the duck?” Asked the first man to the second.

“Oh no, I don’t eat meat.” The second man replied.

“My apologies. Then perhaps the pasta parmesan?”

“Hrmm... no... how about the pasta marinara, and no cheese?”

“Oh? Are you vegan then?”

“No, but I don’t eat animal products”

“How is that different than vegan?” the first man inquired curiously.

“Because unlike some people, I don’t define myself based on my dietary
choices”

“Isee”
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To be interested in an —ism or to be an —ist ought to be much the same.
When I speak of the historical and present-day domination of women by men,
I am advocating feminism. Perhaps I am a feminist. But this is an abstraction
of the wrenching in my gut when I overhear domestic abuse, when I see the
Girl’s Gone Wild tour bus drive up to a cheering crowd.

The slander against ever using an —ism or —ist is mind-boggling (and was
first found among right-wing reactionaries!’). I suggest that the next time you
hear said slander, you ask whether they are opposed of all formation of nouns
or adjectives from verbs, or merely those which trigger a defensive reaction
due to the speaker’s inability to see a world that is not composed of boxes.

‘In the United States of the mid-nineteenth century, the phrase “the isms” was used as a collective
derogatory term to lump together the radical social reform movements of the day (including as
slavery abolitionism, feminism, and early socialism, among others.) [thanks wikipedia!]
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